LIFE   OF   LORD   SEDESDALE
bail the prisoner out. At the worst, they were guilty of
smuggling and of buying smuggled goods; they indulged
in illicit distilling; and it was the general opinion that, if
they did not actually foment disturbances, they often
connived at them. In many cases they declined to act
under British statutes. Shortly after Lord Redesdale's
arrival, reports of serious disturbances came from County
Limerick, and Wickham went down to obtain first-hand
information. He found nothing with which the magis-
trates were not competent to deal and he encouraged
them to form associations of leading farmers and citizens
to maintain the peace. Other counties also desired to start
associations on similar lines. This action was widely com-
mented upon and approved in England.
Lord Redesdale also found the magistrates prejudiced
and intractable over the religious question. In order to
fulfil a Union engagement he was anxious to have the
highly-respected member of an old and distinguished
Roman Catholic family appointed to the chairmanship
of the quarter sessions of his county, but this was found to
be impossible owing to the opposition of the Protestant
magistrates, who declared they would resign in a body
rather than serve under a Roman Catholic. The Chan-
cellor also knew that many of the disturbances were
fomented by officials, working for their own ends. Their
statements, besides adding to the public uneasiness in
Ireland, were copied with further embellishments into
the English newspapers and increased the antagonism
already existing between the two countries. He decided
that the whole system needed radical reform, and he wrote
to Wickham: